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The Church and National Development: The Case of the Redeemed Christian Church of God in Nigeria.
Abstract

The Redeemed Christian Church of God is one of the Pentecostal Churches that is growing fast in Nigeria. It was founded by the Late Pastor Josiah Olufemi Akindayomi, an indigene of Ondo town in the present Ondo State, Nigeria. He had his initial experience as a Pastor in the Cherubim and Seraphim Church which is an Aladura Church at Oke-Sioni, Ebute-Meta, Lagos, before he established the Redeemed Christian Church of God in 1952.He was succeeded by Pastor Enoch Adejare Adeboye; a former Lecturer at the University of Lagos after the demise of the founder in 1981.The Church has witnessed tremendous growth and expansion within Nigeria, West Africa, Africa, United States of America and Europe in the last three decades. The church has contributed significantly to the religious, political and socio-economic development of the country. This paper therefore highlighted some of these contributions covering education, politics, infrastructure and economy.
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Introduction

The Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG) is one of the fastest growing Pentecostal Churches in Nigeria in the 21st century. The objective of this paper therefore is to examine the contributions of the Church to National development within the years of its existence in the country. 
In this paper, the term Pentecostal Church shall be used interchangeably with the term New Religious Movement. The Pentecostal Churches have been defined by various scholars of Religion. For example, Burgess (2008:5) opined thus “Pentecostalism is an umbrella term for African Movements and Churches which stress the experience of the Spirit”. Ojo (2010:4) said that “the Churches share common phenomena through literature, crusades, camp meeting and rely on the “new birth” and the power of the Holy Spirit”. Owoeye (2011:6) believes that Pentecostal Churches are Churches that emphasize the working of the Spirit in the Church, especially with ecstatic phenomena like prophecy and speaking in tongues, healing and exorcism. The Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG) shares all the above features as a Pentecostal Church.
 The Church therefore has some features of fasting, praying, vision and speaking in tougues.The Church holds monthly and annual Holy Ghost programmes at its International headquarters, kilometer 46, on Lagos-Ibadan express way. In fact, the recorded prayer of the present General Overseer of the Church, Pastor Enock Adejare Adeboye has become a general introduction in handset communication as follows: “Let somebody shout Alleluya”, “As I succeed you will succeed”, “Nigeria you will never be ruled by oppressors again”.
Many scholars of Religion, History, and Sociology have devoted much interest in the study of Pentecostal Churches in the World in the last few decades because of their involvement in the religious, political and socio-economic activities. According to Essien (1998:94) “due to the global spread of the new religious movements, presently, special International Research Documentation centers have been created for the study of New Religious Movements at Lima, Peru by Kenneth Scott at Durban, South Africa by G.C. Oosthuizen at Birmingham, England by Harold Turner”. The Melanesian Institute is giving the research of New Religious Movements a high priority on its broader agenda. In Nigeria, many Departments of Religions in the Universities and Colleges of Education are teaching some courses in African Independent Churches and Pentecostal Churches in their curricula. Many researches have been carried out in such areas of study. 
Some of the popular Pentecostal Churches in Nigeria are: The Deeper Life Christian Church, Lagos, Living Faith Church (Winners Chapel),Otta, Church of God Mission, Benin, Redeemed Evangelical Mission, Lagos, Sword of the Spirit Ministry (Christ Life Chapel), Ibadan, New Covenant Church, Ibadan, Ever Increasing Word Ministries (Rhema Chapel),Ilorin, Mountain of Fire and Miracles Ministry, Lagos, New Testament Church, Ilorin, The Word Commission, Ilorin, the Trinity Household of Faith, Ilorin, Faith Foundation Ministry, Sokoto, El-Shaddai Ministries, Akure, Logos Ministries Port-Harcourt and of course the Redeemed Christian Church of God, Lagos, which is the focus of this paper(Omotoye:2006:43). 

According to Ojo (2010:19), the Redeemed Christian Church of God is a “Church with an Aladura background which had undergone remarkable transformation under an educated charismatic leader to become a Pentecostal Church”. In other words, there is connectivity between the Cherubim and Seraphim Church and the Redeemed Christian Church of God. The founder of the latter, the late Pastor Josiah Akindayomi started his ministerial experience in the Cherubim and Seraphim at Oke Sioni, Ebute-Metta, Lagos. Owoeye (2011:9) also affirmed that Ogo Oluwa Society of the Cherubim and Seraphim Church in which Akindayomi was leading at Oke Sioni later metamorphosised to RCCG.This is a confirmation of the earlier submission of Ojo.
Methodology

The methods adopted to collect relevant data for this study are historical, phenomenology and participatory observation. The historical methodology gives us the opportunity to contextualize the beliefs, practices, objects and symbolic forms in their social context noting their changes and transformation over the years (Adogbo, 2003:11). The participatory observation made us to attend many Sunday and weekly programmes of the church, so as to garner “on the spot observation” of the church. 
Theoretical Framework

Religion has to do with the society; hence the sociological theory of Emile Durkheim is relevant in this paper. He said “A man does not recognize himself, he feels himself transformed and consequently he transforms the environments which surround him” (Adogbo, 2003:6).Dzurgba also asserted that “Durkheim showed how religious beliefs and practices had shaped the course of human civilizations and social life. Thus, he referred to his social theory of religion as functionalism” (Dzurgba, 2009:30). The theoretical framework of Edmund Husserl on phenomenology as a “descriptive science” which seeks to unfold the archaeological realities of the objects, beliefs and practices under study without presuppositions” (Adogbo, 2003:8) is also relevant in this study. The above sociological frameworks are important in the study of the contributions of the RCCG to National Development in Nigeria. 

The scope of the paper is limited to Nigeria so as to avoid generalization of ideas. The Church is also found in many West African countries, African countries, and United States of America and European countries. Ojo (2010:18) said “the Redeemed Christian Church of God had by the mid-1990s moved from a local African group to becoming global by catering for the needs of Africans in the Diaspora, mainly in the Western world”. Burgess (2008:2) also opines that “the Redeemed Christian Church of God, with its headquarters in Lagos, has over 6,000 churches in more than fifty nations”. The above observations are to confirm the widespread of the Church worldwide.
The Contributions of RCCG to National Development in Nigeria.
The RCCG was formally inaugurated as a Church in 1952.As a result of the charisma and healing powers of the founder many people became attracted to the Church. One of such people is the current General Overseer, Pastor Enoch Adeboye and his wife. They joined the Church in 1973.
The founder revealed in 1979 to a group of few members of the Church who were with him on a trip to U.S.A. that Pastor Adeboye was to succeed him after his demise. The man died in 1980 and was succeeded by E.A.Adeboye. 
The opinion of Ojo (2010:21) is correct when he said that “Charismatic organizations are nevertheless significant because they are concentrated in a highly articulated and highly prestigious group of people. In addition, they are led by the educated elite, which though small in number, exert considerable influence in the society” This statement is a true reflection of the contributions of the RCCG to National Development in Nigeria. The RCCG has become a Church to be reckoned with among the Pentecostal Churches in Nigeria in the 21st century. This section of the paper shall examine the religious, political and socio-economic impact of the church to National development.
Evangelism: One of the focal interests of the RCCG is the propagation of the gospel. Jesus Christ the founder of Christianity commanded His disciples in Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. Pastor E.A. Adeboye introduced the Holy Ghost Congress in Lagos 1986. It is an annual event that is attended from different states of the country and Federal capital territory Abuja. In fact, worshippers attend the programme from Europe and America. It used to be a week-long event. There is also a monthly Holy Ghost service programme at the International headquarters of the church at Lagos –Ibadan express way.
 According to reports many miracles are recorded at each event monthly and annually. It is interesting to note that many worshippers at the monthly and annual programmes are from the Mainline, Aladura, and other Pentecostal Churches. Our investigation has revealed that people are attracted because of divine healing. The worshippers are encouraged to run away from sins and have faith in the healing power of Jesus Christ.
 One important result of evangelism through healing is the conversion of people of other faiths to Christianity. In fact, majority of the people in RCCG were converted from other religions or other denominations. Ojo (2010:33) opines that evangelism “constitutes a work of redemption to loosen humans from the grip of evil spirits, witches, and forces of darkness, enemies, and bad luck, repeated failures which are ever present and prevalent in the African worldview”. Nigeria is a developing country where there is poverty, hunger, un-employment and insecurity. So, in other to overcome some of these social challenges the church is a place of refuge and protection.
 Evangelism is seen as the focal point of the Pentecostal Church. Owoeye (2002:126) quoted W.F.Kumuyi that “Soul Winning is the greatest work you can be involved in. It’s the most rewarding enterprise you can undertake. It’s a work that gives joy in this life and brings reward in the world to come”. Apart from the monthly and annual programmes at the International headquarters, Mowe, Ogun State, each parish is encouraged to embark on evangelism. In doing this, the members of the church are to go and preach to people in their environment. This is called “Let’s go Fishing”. Tracts and Magazines are distributed to people they meet on the roads. Revivals and Crusades are also organized in each parish. At times, it may last for three or four days in a week. 
Different methods are adopted in drawing the attention of people to such revivals through the printing of hand –bills, radio announcements and postal’s pasted at strategic places and personal invitation of people. The Church is a member of the Christian Association of Nigeria and Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria. Pastor Adeboye was once a President of the Christian Association in Nigeria.(Ayeku,2008:77) His charisma  has assisted the church in its evangelism within and outside the country. He has assisted in commissioning and praying for many church founders. He prayed for Bishop David Oyedepo in 1982,Bishop P.Mike Okonkwo,Charles Achonwa,the founder and leader of Doulos Ministries, Lagos in 1990.The above Ministers have contributed significantly to the propagation and extension of the gospel in Nigeria.

According to an investigation conducted by Ayeku (2010:80), there are 4,845 parishes of the RCCG in Lagos alone as of 2008. This is to show the phenomenal growth of the Church in Lagos. As of 2010, the Church is being founded on daily basis in other parts of the country. In fact there is a directive that RCCG should not be far more than five kilometers to one another. It is observed that many of the members of the churches at the parish level are drawn from the members of the Mainline, Aladura and other Pentecostal churches. Many youths are attracted because of new methods of worship, beautiful and attractive architectural buildings.

Effective Use of Media

The RCCG is one of the Pentecostal Churches that is effectively making use of the media in the propagation of the gospel through the print and electronic in Nigeria. Ojo (2010:2) said “the relative novelty of its message, increased media attention on its strategy, and the proliferation of a large number of new churches advertising themselves widely in the print and electronic media in a very competitive religious landscape.” Pastor Adeboye is a prolific writer. He has a regular column in Sunday Tribune, Sunday Guardian and some other Daily Newspapers, Journals and Magazines. The Church have Daily Morning Prayer book, Sunday School Booklets, Digging Deep Leaflets, Redemption Testimonies, Divine Healing book written by the  General Over-seer.
 He features on the television in different stations and his voice is regularly heard on radios of some stations. Akhilomen (2007:29) opines that “Televangelism is a phenomenon in recent missionary efforts across the globe whereby the benefit of Television as one of the modern advancements in the ever increasing field of science and technology is tapped and appropriated for the spread and advancement of missionary objectives”. The media is regularly promoting the image of the church in Nigeria.
Education

One of the major strategies of conversion by the Christian missionaries since 19th century was the introduction of Western education in Nigeria. The Mainline churches like the Anglican, Methodist, Baptist and the Catholic established Primary, Secondary and of recent Universities in the different parts of the country. 
The Pentecostal Churches in Nigeria are not left out in making their impact felt in this regard. The Redeemer’s University was established at the International headquarters of the Church at Mowe, Lagos-Ibadan express way in 2003.Many Nigerians who have been yeaning for admission into Federal and State Universities without any success are opportune in this regard. The Church has also established Primary and Secondary schools in the nooks and crannies of the country. Some of these schools are located in almost all the states of the Federation and the Federal capital territory, Abuja. As of 2010, we recorded eighty-two Nursery and Primary schools and eighteen Secondary schools established in the nooks and crannies of the country. (Christ the Redeemers School Management, 2010:4-5).

However, it is observed that many of the Private Universities, Secondary and Primary  schools established by the Christian missionaries in Nigeria in the 21st century are too expensive and beyond the reach of the common man in the country. For instance, the school fee per session at the Redeemers University is above three hundred thousand naira. How many middle income earners in the church can send their children to the school? Odumuyiwa (2006) said “a situation in which churches private universities charge exorbitant fees should be replaced with technical colleges that can be maintained within the resources of the church”. The Universities are charging exorbitantly because of the cost of running an effective and well equipped University.

Apart from the Secular education provided by the church, a significant effort has also been made in the growth and development of Theological Education in Nigeria.  Theological education is to equip the Christians in the word of God. The Church established the Redeemed Christian Bible College in 1980 at Ebute-Metta, Lagos before it was transferred to its permanent site at Lagos-Ibadan Express road. The school has become an International school with campuses in other countries like Israel, Zambia, Kenya, Cote D Ivoire and South Africa. (Ayeku, 2008:89).In other words, the activities of the Church is not limited to Nigeria alone.

Economic Impact of the Church

The RCCG is involved in alleviating of poverty of its members in particular and Nigerians in general through some economic empowerment. These economic structures are called “the tree of life for the economic healing of the nation” (Ayeku, 2008:95).The above quotation is the motto of the Zion Needs Management, the body in charge of the economic ventures of the church. The Church believes that their members in various businesses must prosper and be fruitful. Business teachings like “Leading a Business for Christ”, “Entrepreneurial Skill Development”, “Turning Failure to Success”, “Building and Managing Resources for Christ”. The Business venture is also into consultancy and business outfits.
 Pastor Adeboye also established the Jubilee Development Foundation in 2002, in order to enlighten and mobilize its members for economic empowerment and development. The Church also established Jubilee Co-operative Society, so as to enhance the economic power of the members of the Church. The Church is also in partnership with at least four Community Banks, namely: Haggai Community Bank, New Life Community Bank, Ore-Ofe Community Bank, and Sunrise Community Bank. These Banks are located within the premises of the Redemption camp at Mowe. Other Commercial Banks within the Church camp are Intercontinental Bank, and Oceanic Bank. These Banks are encouraged to give soft loans to the members of the church, most especially those who are small scale business men and women.

Political Involvement of RCCG in Nigerian Politics

It is observed that the Church leadership is apolitical in partisan politics of the country. However, the Nigerian political leaders (both Christians and Muslims) are seen visiting and seeking the blessings and prayers of Pastor Adeboye. The former President Olusegun Obasanjo was a regular visitor to the Camp, most especially when the Holy Ghost programme is to be held. After the Presidential election in 1999, Obasanjo invited some Pastors to the Presidential Villa in Abuja for prayers. The invitation was extended to Pastor Adeboye, and which he honored.
 In preparation for the 2011 General elections, Muhammad Buhari, a Muslim also visited Adeboye at the camp. He was accompanied by his Vice-Presidential candidate, Pastor Tunde Bakare with the aim of soliciting for his cooperation and prayers. In fact, President Jonathan Goodluck kept a vigil at the Camp in 2010, so as to seek the blessing and prayer of Pastor Adeboye. The camp has become a regular prayer venue for seeking political victory for Nigeria politicians. It is necessary to note that, he has not made any policy statement on partisan involvement in politics, however, he is always praying for the stability and peace in the country.
Public Awareness
The Federal Government of Nigeria and Lagos State Government are aware of the charisma of Pastor Adeboye. In this regard he is seen as a man that could assist in the education and effective implementation of some programmes like the eradication of polio, payment of taxes and eradication of HIV/AID pandemonium in the country.

 In view of this the Government always seeks for his support. For example, the church has a committee known as the Redeemed AIDS Programme Action Committee (RAPAC).The assignment of the group is to assist the patients medically, pray and meet the needs of the people. The financial needs of the committee are met by the church and appeal is usually made to some International donors like the Red Cross Society, Family Health International and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).The committee has a responsibility to encourage the youths to shun sex and say no to pre-marital sex.Regular seminars, symposia, banners and tracts are printed to assist the committee in achieving its programmes. 

The HIV/AIDS pandemic has become an issue of global concern. According to the joint UN program on Hiv/Aids report, at the end of 1999 there were about 34 million infected persons world wide 25 million of these are found in sub Saharan Africa. Since the year when the pandemic was recognized around 19 million people are said to have died from the disease. And Africa took the highest toll of the death rate where four million of them were children. (Yiman, 2005:12).The disease has become of a serious concern to the Government of the country because of its effect on the health and well-being of the Nigerians.

Labeodan,(2005:24) has identified some of the causes of HIV/AIDS in Nigeria. These are categorized as political, economic and cultural.

Political sector: wars, unrests, explusion, and violence. These reduce access to medical care,favour frequent changes in partners and unsafe sexual contacts. Economic Sector: migration, urbanization lead to family break ups, loosening of social networks and promotion of prostitution.

Cultural and social sector: surbodinate role of women favours sexual exploitation and dependence; discussion of sexuality as a taboo which prevents open communication, resistance of conservative and religious groups prevents timely and appropriate sexual education, discrimination against people with certain sexual orientations impedes their access to information and treatment. Other factors are unprotected sex, multiple sexual partners, mother to child transmission. The above factors are found among Nigerians irrespective of the religious background. Since Nigerians are seen as being “religious”, the different religious fathers are expected to preach and appeal to their followers in the Churches and Mosques to avoid the prevalence of the disease. It is often said that prevention is better than cure.Dairo (2006:311) noted the effect of the disease on the church thus “since the outbreak of HIV/AIDS, the average church leader’s work in Nigeria has doubled. There are  more sick people who need to be visited and prayed for; there are more grieved relatives who need to be visited and encouraged; and there are an increasing number of orphans who cannot be absorbed by their overburdened extended families and who need to be comforted, cared for,guided,loved and put in day care centers.”

Pastor Adeboye is regularly brought on Lagos State Television (LTV) and the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA) emphasizing the importance of HIV test. He therefore encourages all to go for the test. I believe that the Government is using the medium to enlighten and educate the general public on the essence of AID test.

 Apart from the above, the Church is also assisting in educating the Christians in the Government “keep fit” exercise. The workers are regularly involved in this programme. For instance, between 4th-8th August, 2008 during the annual convention of the church, Pastor Adeboye led his workers on 10 kilometers trek in the camp. This development has become a regular exercise in the Redemption camp. There is also a programme called Sports festival as part of the interest of the church in the development of Football in particular.

The Government of Lagos state is generating a big sum of its internally generated revenues from taxes, so as to meet the provision of infrastructural facilities for the people. Pastor Adeboye is also assisting the government by appealing to the residents of Lagos to pay their taxes as at when due to the government through recorded radio and television giggles.

The RCCG is a good employer of labour in Nigeria. Looking at the number of many young graduates who are serving as Pastors in the churches in Nigeria, there is no doubt that the church is a source of employer to the un-employed youths. In other words, this has reduced un-employment, crimes and youth restiveness in the country.However; it is observed that the involvement of many youths in church assignments is increasing the re-interpretation of the gospel. Many charlatans are found on the pulpits today. Many of them are only interpreting the gospel fundamentally to oppress and exploit the common man in the society.

 Many of the young pastors generally are only interested in the gospel of “health and wealth”.Abogunrin (2007:240) opined that “their message is as follows: If you come to Jesus he will save you, give you all you want, including good health, make you rich 

and successful; and free you once for all from poverty and disease”. The relevance of this section is to show that at least, the RCCG has provided jobs to the people. There are many drivers, clerks, gardeners, cleaners and others that gainfully employed by the church.

Conclusion

The RCCG is one of the Pentecostal Churches that has contributed to the religious, political and socio-economic growth of Nigeria. The charisma of Pastor E.Adeboye is an issue that is assisting in the growth of the church. His educational attainment and emphasis on divine healing have drawn many people from the Mainline, Aladura and Pentecostal Churches to the RCCG. There is no doubt that the church has contributed to National Development in Nigeria.
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