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Introduc$on	
  
•  Maausk	
  ‘the	
  faith/belief	
  of	
  the	
  land/earth’	
  

–  In	
  Estonian	
  the	
  word	
  maa	
  means	
  ‘Earth’,	
  ‘land’,	
  
‘ground’,	
  ‘soil’,	
  ‘earth’,	
  ‘country(side)’	
  and	
  ‘state’;	
  
the	
  second	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  compound,	
  usk,	
  means	
  
‘belief’,	
  ‘faith’,	
  ‘trust’,	
  ‘creed’	
  and	
  ‘religion’	
  	
  

•  Maausulised	
  ‘followers	
  of	
  maausk’	
  	
  
•  New	
  religious	
  movement	
  (manifesta8on	
  of	
  
modern	
  Paganism)	
  vs	
  na8ve	
  or	
  indigenous	
  
religion	
  	
  

•  Finno-­‐Ugric	
  vs	
  Bal8c,	
  Germanic	
  and	
  Slavic	
  
paganisms	
  



Introduc$on	
  2	
  
•  Ins8tu8onalized	
  (i.e.	
  officially	
  registered	
  as	
  
religious	
  organiza8on)	
  in	
  1995	
  –	
  Taarausuliste	
  
ja	
  Maausuliste	
  Maavalla	
  Koda	
  (Estonian	
  
House	
  of	
  Taara	
  and	
  Na8ve	
  Religions)	
  

•  Largest	
  and	
  fastest	
  growing	
  non-­‐Chris8an	
  
denomina8on	
  in	
  Estonia	
  today:	
  	
  
– The	
  Popula8on	
  and	
  Housing	
  Census	
  of	
  the	
  year	
  
2000:	
  1058	
  adherents	
  of	
  taarausk	
  and	
  maausk	
  

– Popula8on	
  and	
  Housing	
  Census	
  from	
  2011:	
  1925	
  
adherents	
  of	
  maausk	
  and	
  1047	
  followers	
  of	
  
taarausk	
  (total:	
  2972)	
  



Empirical	
  source	
  	
  material	
  
•  Searches	
  in	
  the	
  web	
  archives	
  of	
  three	
  Estonian	
  
dailies	
  (Pos3mees,	
  Ees3	
  Päevaleht	
  and	
  Õhtuleht)	
  

•  Searches	
  in	
  the	
  web	
  archives	
  of	
  two	
  weeklies	
  (Ees3	
  
Ekspress	
  and	
  Maaleht)	
  

•  Homepage	
  of	
  the	
  official	
  umbrella	
  organiza8on	
  for	
  
the	
  maausulised	
  –	
  Maavalla	
  Koda	
  
hcp://www.maavald.ee	
  

•  Thema8c	
  periodicals,	
  among	
  them	
  monthlies	
  
dedicated	
  to	
  culture	
  and	
  nature	
  (Vikerkaar,	
  Kultuur	
  
ja	
  Elu,	
  Maakodu,	
  Loodusesõber,	
  etc.)	
  

•  Ca.	
  400	
  ar8cles	
  between	
  1987	
  and	
  2014	
  



Front	
  page	
  of	
  the	
  Internet	
  homepage	
  of	
  Maavalla	
  Koda	
  (English	
  version,	
  May	
  26,	
  2015).	
  	
  



Examples	
  from	
  web	
  
archives	
  of	
  	
  
Pos3mees,	
  	
  
Ees3	
  Päevaleht	
  &	
  
Õhtuleht	
  

Title: Yuletide (Christmas) is an 
ancient feast of native religion 
(Õhtuleht 23.12.2010) Title: Unique sacrificial stone was 

stolen from holy grove in Muhu Island 
(Postimees 18.09.2011) 

Title: Logging is 
carried out in ancient 
Estonian sacred site 
(EPL 7.04.2011)  



Prayer	
  ceremony	
  of	
  maausulised	
  in	
  Tammealuse	
  sacred	
  grove	
  on	
  Whitsunday	
  
(Suvistepüha),	
  May	
  24,	
  2015.	
  	
  Photo	
  from	
  Facebook.	
  Courtesy	
  of	
  Maavalla	
  Koda.	
  



Ideological	
  background	
  

•  Ideological	
  principles	
  formulated	
  in	
  the	
  1960s	
  
and	
  1970s:	
  essay	
  ‘Maarahvast’	
  ([About	
  the	
  
people	
  of	
  the	
  land]	
  by	
  Kalle	
  Istvan	
  Eller	
  

•  Cri8cism	
  against	
  the	
  mainstream	
  western	
  
orienta8on	
  of	
  Estonian	
  na8onal	
  culture	
  	
  

•  Influenced	
  by	
  the	
  na8onal	
  religious	
  movement	
  of	
  
taarausulised	
  (literally‘Taara	
  Believers’<	
  Taara	
  
usk	
  ‘Taara	
  faith’)	
  of	
  the	
  1920s	
  and	
  1930s	
  

•  Advocated	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  vernacular	
  personal	
  names	
  
and	
  introduced	
  an	
  alterna8ve	
  calendar	
  	
  



Runic	
  calendar	
  of	
  the	
  year	
  2013.	
  Photo:	
  www.maavald.ee	
  	
  



Alterna$ve	
  $me	
  recogning	
  and	
  
vocabulary	
  

•  ‘In	
  the	
  runic	
  calendar	
  Sirvilauad,	
  the	
  vernacular	
  
‘crea8on	
  of	
  the	
  world’	
  was	
  dated	
  to	
  8213	
  BC,	
  
based	
  on	
  the	
  occurrence	
  of	
  the	
  Billingen	
  
catastrophe’	
  (Kuutma	
  2005:	
  64).	
  	
  

•  Thus,	
  2015	
  =	
  10228	
  
•  The	
  compound	
  maausk	
  and	
  its	
  deriva8ves	
  are	
  
not	
  vernacular	
  concepts	
  but	
  introduced	
  in	
  the	
  
1990s	
  

•  Maavald	
  (geni8ve,	
  Maavalla)	
  deno8ng	
  in	
  the	
  
movement’s	
  ideology	
  the	
  territory	
  populated	
  by	
  
maarahvas,	
  i.e.	
  Estonians,	
  Setos	
  and	
  Vo8ans	
  



Some	
  principles	
  of	
  maausk	
  
•  Maausk	
  has	
  been	
  described	
  as	
  a	
  ‘concep8on	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  
and	
  the	
  frame	
  of	
  mind	
  of	
  our	
  ancestors’	
  reflected	
  in	
  a	
  
par8cular	
  way	
  of	
  life	
  and	
  culture	
  

•  No	
  one	
  ever	
  constructed	
  maausk;	
  it	
  developed	
  ‘together	
  
with	
  our	
  ancestors’	
  and	
  for	
  at	
  least	
  five	
  thousand	
  years	
  
adjusted	
  traits	
  of	
  other	
  cultures;	
  

•  These	
  fusions	
  took	
  place	
  according	
  to	
  certain	
  principles	
  
that	
  include	
  the	
  ideas	
  that	
  	
  
–  everything	
  that	
  exists	
  has	
  power,	
  	
  
–  nature	
  is	
  animate,	
  	
  
–  the	
  ancestors	
  are	
  holy,	
  	
  
–  all	
  deeds	
  have	
  consequences	
  (everyone	
  is	
  responsible	
  for	
  his	
  
or	
  her	
  deeds)	
  and	
  	
  

–  one’s	
  creed	
  is	
  one’s	
  personal	
  business	
  (Kaasik	
  1993:	
  3–8).	
  



Media	
  representa$on	
  of	
  maausk	
  (1)	
  

•  Late	
  1980s	
  and	
  early	
  1990s	
  –	
  irregular	
  ar8cles	
  in	
  
journals	
  of	
  dedicated	
  to	
  culture	
  and	
  literature	
  (no	
  
religious	
  connota8ons)	
  

•  Early	
  1990s	
  –	
  “niche”	
  periodicals	
  of	
  narrow	
  
distribu8on	
  (e.g.,	
  journal	
  of	
  the	
  Heritage	
  
Protec8on	
  Club	
  Tõlet)	
  

•  Since	
  1995	
  (i.e.	
  auer	
  official	
  recogni8on)	
  –	
  
ar8cles	
  in	
  “mainstream”	
  na8onal	
  dailies	
  

•  Since	
  2000s	
  –	
  conscious	
  media	
  work	
  by	
  the	
  
spokespersons	
  of	
  Maavalla	
  Koda	
  regarding	
  
religious	
  freedom,	
  religious	
  educa8on,	
  and	
  
safeguarding	
  natural	
  sacred	
  sites	
  



Media	
  representa$on	
  of	
  maausk	
  (2)	
  

•  Since	
  2005	
  –	
  spokespersons	
  of	
  maausk	
  
regarded	
  as	
  experts	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  of	
  cultural	
  
heritage	
  and	
  folklore	
  
–  Interviews	
  and	
  expert	
  opinions	
  before	
  folk	
  
calendar	
  holidays	
  (such	
  as	
  Midsummer,	
  Christmas,	
  
Easter,	
  All	
  Saints’	
  Day,	
  etc.)	
  

– Ar8cles	
  about	
  holidays	
  (incl.	
  sugges8ons	
  for	
  
“proper”	
  behavior)	
  published	
  on	
  the	
  homepage	
  of	
  
Maavalla	
  Koda	
  re-­‐published	
  by	
  weekly	
  Maaleht	
  



News	
  piece	
  on	
  the	
  homepage	
  of	
  Maavalla	
  Koda	
  about	
  Midsummer	
  celebra8ons	
  
19.06.2015	
  hcp://www.maavald.ee/uudised/uudised/pyhad/4904-­‐suured-­‐paevad	
  



Sugges8ons	
  for	
  Midsummer	
  celebra8ons	
  on	
  the	
  homepage	
  of	
  Maavalla	
  Koda	
  
19.06.2015	
  hcp://www.maavald.ee/uudised/uudised/pyhad/4904-­‐suured-­‐paevad	
  



Media	
  representa$on	
  of	
  maausk	
  (3)	
  

•  “Normaliza8on”	
  of	
  ideological	
  no8ons	
  of	
  
maausk	
  in	
  media	
  

•  “Discursive	
  expansion”	
  of	
  the	
  ideas	
  about	
  
maausk	
  in	
  media	
  
– Na8onal	
  dailies	
  and	
  weeklies	
  
– Nature	
  journals	
  
– Women’s	
  and	
  lifestyle	
  magazines	
  

•  Acceptance	
  of	
  the	
  specific	
  “indigeneity	
  
discourse”	
  by	
  journalists	
  



Some	
  conclusions	
  
•  A	
  considerably	
  posi8ve	
  image	
  of	
  maausulised	
  and	
  their	
  
aspira8ons	
  has	
  been	
  mediated	
  in,	
  and	
  created	
  by,	
  print	
  
and	
  online	
  media	
  

•  	
  The	
  movement’s	
  ideas	
  have	
  found	
  support	
  because	
  
they	
  are	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  na8onal	
  narra8ve	
  that	
  is	
  
intermingled	
  with	
  rhetoric	
  and	
  ac8vi8es	
  related	
  to	
  
religious	
  freedom,	
  indigenous	
  rights,	
  natural	
  sacred	
  
sites	
  and	
  cultural	
  heritage	
  	
  

•  The	
  precondi8ons	
  for	
  the	
  crea8on	
  of	
  a	
  posi8ve	
  media	
  
image	
  have	
  been	
  created	
  through	
  the	
  rich	
  and	
  well	
  
maintained	
  homepage	
  of	
  Maavalla	
  Koda,	
  effec8ve	
  use	
  
of	
  social	
  media,	
  and	
  spokespersons’	
  conscious	
  and	
  
ac8ve	
  networking	
  with	
  journalists,	
  both	
  in	
  the	
  
mainstream	
  media	
  and	
  alterna8ve	
  online	
  publica8ons	
  



Thank	
  you!	
  

For	
  more	
  informa8on	
  see:	
  
Västrik,	
  Ergo-­‐Hart	
  (2015).	
  In	
  Search	
  of	
  Genuine	
  Religion:	
  The	
  
Contemporary	
  Estonian	
  Maausulised	
  Movement	
  and	
  
Na8onal	
  Discourse.	
  In:	
  Kathryn	
  Rountree	
  (ed.).	
  
Contemporary	
  Pagan	
  and	
  Na8ve	
  Faith	
  Movements	
  in	
  
Europe:	
  Colonialist	
  and	
  Na8onalist	
  Impulses.	
  Oxford:	
  
Berghahn,	
  pp.	
  130-­‐153.	
  


