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A New Statue of Guiguzi

´ On June 18, 2018, people from all
over the world are expected to
gather in Nantou County,
Taiwan, to witness the unveiling
of a 25-meters-high golden
statue of Guiguzi (the largest
statue of Guiguzi in the world) by
the Taiwanese new religion
Weixin Shengjiao

Summary of the Paper
In this paper, we will discuss:
´ 1. Claims and controversies about religious statues
´ 2. Megastatues in contemporary China
´ 3. What is Weixin Shengjiao
´ 4. Who was Guiguzi
´ 5. Guiguzi’s megastatue/s in Weixin Shengjiao

1. Religious Statues and Old Controversies

´ In this section, we will discuss the
role of statues (particularly
megastatues) in religion, using as
tools for our discussion three very
different books. The first is Atlas
Marianus, a successful book
published in 1657 by German
Catholic Jesuit priest Wilhelm
Gumppenberg (1609-1675)

Defending the Statues
´ The German Jesuit, writing during the
Counter-Reformation era, defended the
role of large statues against Protestant
criticism. He also argued that statues of
the Virgin Mary performed miracles, and
that based on the principle of
propagatio imaginum (propagation of
the images), once a statue was
miraculous, its replicas might also
become miraculous

Miracle in Syracuse
´ Miraculous statues are still
recognized by the Catholic Church
today (although some are dismissed
as frauds). In 1953, the Church
officially recognized as miraculous a
mass-produced plaster sculpture of
Mary, who had wept tears in the
home of its owners in Syracuse,
Sicily. A huge shrine was erected
and, in the Cold War climate, many
believed that the statue wept
because of Communism

Not in Catholicism Only

´ Miraculous statues are not unique to
Catholicism. Respected Greek and Roman
authors claimed to have heard statues of the
goddess of good luck Tyche (Fortuna) talk with
a loud voice. Early Christians such as Augustine
(354-430) did not deny what in their time were
regarded as well established phenomena, but
wondered whether they were not produced
by demons

Hindu Milk Miracles
´ Hindu Websites claim that “the best
documented paranormal
phenomenon of modern times” is the
“Hindu milk miracle” that occurred at
various locations in India between 1995
and 2010. Statues of Ganesha were
said to drink milk offerings, so that the
milk disappeared

Besançon’s The Forbidden Image

´ One person’s miracle is
another person’s dangerous
superstition. This brings us to a
second book, The Forbidden
Image: An Intellectual History
of Iconoclams, published by
French social historian Alain
Besançon in 1994

Iconoclasm vs Iconodulism
´ The book argued that Western history is defined
by opposition between iconoclasm and
iconodulism, i.e ban or support for sacred
images
´ Although the terminology dates back to the
Byzantine iconoclastic riots of the 8th century.
modern Western iconoclasm originated with
Protestant reformer John Calvin (1509-1564),
who claimed that not only (allegedly)
miraculous statues (and other images) are tools
of evil superstition, but all statues should be
rejected, as true religion is purely spiritual

Jeff Kripal’s Spiritual Body
´ We can draw some conclusions based
on a third book, Secret Body, published
in 2017 by American scholar of religion
Jeffrey J. Kripal, of which three theses
are relevant here. The first is the idea
that the spiritual and the material are
two inseparable and interrelated
aspects of One World. The spiritual is
normally embodied in the material –
which also means (our conclusion, not
Kripal’s) that, pace John Calvin,
artifacts such as religious megastatues
may be tools for profound and genuine
spiritual experiences

Taking the Paranormal Seriously
´ Second, Kripal advocates an
“ontological turn” considering
paranormal phenomena as
possible, which requires a
break with Western hegemonic
post-enlightenment
materialism. We cannot really
“prove” that miraculous
statues exist – but we cannot
prove that they don’t either

Personal Experiences
´ Third, Kripal observes that scholars open to
the paranormal, including luminaries such as
Mircea Eliade (1907-1986) and unlikely cases
such as postmodernist philosopher Jacques
Derrida (1930-2004), often had paranormal
experiences themselves, although they
might have been reluctant to discuss them
in public. It was perhaps easier in the past,
and the author of Atlas Marianus,
Gumppenberg, candidly admitted that the
Virgin Mary had appeared to him personally

2. Megastatues in Contemporary China

´ Megastatues are an impressive phenomenon in
contemporary China. A megastatue of Yang'asha,
the goddess of beauty of the Miao ethnic group, has
just been completed in Jianhe County, Miao and
Dong Autonomous Prefecture in Guizhou province. At
88 meters tall, the statue is the tallest of its kind in
China. The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) gave its
blessing as a tool for “promoting culture and tourism”

Guan Yu Statues

´ Particularly popular are megastatues of Guan Yu, a divinized a general of the late Eastern Han
dynasty. The one in Jingzhou, unveiled in 2016, is 36 meters tall

Secular Megastatues
´ There are also secular megastatues, most
of them of Chairman Mao (1893-1976),
but they are not always popular. A 36meters-tall golden statue of Mao built in
rural Henan near Kaifeng was destroyed
in 2016, after having been subject to
criticism and ridicule. The CCP declared
it “had not gone through the correct
‘approval process’ before construction”

3. What is Weixin Shengjiao?
´ Weixin Shengjiao is one of Taiwan’s newest
new religions, as it was founded in 1984 by
Chang Yi-Jui, later known as Grand Master
Hun Yuan. He was born in Zhongliao Township,
Nantou County, Taiwan, in 1944. Until he was
39, he operated a land survey company and
his main interests were not in the field of
religion. In 1982, Chang fell seriously ill,
attributed his recovery to divine intervention
and decided to devote his life to spirituality

A Religion is Born
´ In 1983, Chang opened a family hall in
Taichung for worshiping Buddha and
solving his followers’ problems through
the I Ching. In 1984, it was expanded
and renamed Shennong Temple. On
October 12, 1984, Chang was given
the Buddhist name Hun Yuan by
divine revelation. He started teaching
I Ching, Feng Shui, and Buddhism to
an increasing number of disciples

Weixin Shengjiao

´ In 1987, Martial Law was lifted in Taiwan, which enabled Grand Master Hun Yuan to incorporate
“Weixin Shengjiao” (“Sacred Teachings of Mind Only,” although the notion of “mind” is not the
same as in the West and in fact includes what is commonly called the heart). The Shennong
Temple had become too small to accommodate the growing number of followers and the HsienFo Temple in Nantou County was inaugurated to serve as the new headquarters

A Growing Religion
´ With some 300,000 disciples
(“virtuous fellows”), Weixin
Shengjiao has emerged as one
of the largest and fastestgrowing new religions of Taiwan,
with 40 branch temples, two
“Cities of the Eight Trigrams” in
Taiwan and Henan, a temple
complex in Hebei, an
accredited university, charitable
activities, popular courses and
TV programs on I Ching and
Feng Shui, and branches in
several foreign countries

The Unified Ancestor Worship Ceremony

´ Since January 2004, Weixin Shengjiao has organized the “Unified Ancestor Worship Ceremony for
Chinese in the twenty-first century,” attracting great crowds and top Taiwanese political leaders
to Taipei’s Linkou Stadium. The ceremony is aimed at bringing peace to the victims of war and
violence and to the world, and to honor the Great Ancestors of the Chinese people

A Mythical History
´ Weixin Shengjiao sees the origins of
Chinese culture in a civilization called
Kunlun, whose heritage in the third
millennium BCE was transmitted to
King Fuxi and later to the goddess
Jiutian Xuannu, who appeared on
Earth and became the teacher of the
Yellow Emperor, one of the Three
Great Chinese Ancestors, together
with the Yan Emperor and Chiyou.

In Chinese mythology, Chiyou is a villain, but he has been rehabilitated and is worshipped by
Weixin Shengjiao together with the other two Great Ancestors, and honored as the progenitor
of China’s ethnic minorities

The Key Role of Guiguzi
´ It is a central tenet of Weixin
Shengjiao that the legitimate
successor of the Three
Ancestors was Guiguzi,
identified with the Bodhisattva
Wang Chan Lao Zu, and that
he appeared to Grand
Master Hun Yuan, mysteriously
united with him, and gave to
him several books of
revelations

4. Who Was Guiguzi?
´ Guiguzi, “the Sage of Ghost Valley,” is the
name given to a treatise about politics, peace,
and diplomacy that appeared towards the
end of the Warring States period (453–221 BCE).
´ The traditional narrative is that the book was
authored by a sage whose name was indeed
Guiguzi, who operated the first school of
diplomacy in human history. A shrine in the Shui
Lian Cave in Yunmeng Mountain, Qi County,
Henan, the place where the school is said to
have been located was erected in the
nineteenth century, and is still visited by pilgrims

Contesting Guiguzi
´ Twentieth century scholars contested the
traditional narrative. As Michael Broschat stated
in his 1985 PhD dissertation on Guiguzi, they
noted that the earlier available information
about the sage “is based on statements made
first, as far as we know, about one thousand
years after his supposed lifetime,” and claimed
that a person called Guiguzi might never have
existed. The book of course existed, but it might
well have been a compilation of writings by
different authors

New Perspectives

´ Recently, however, scholars
came to adopt different views.
For instance, University of
Oklahoma historian Garret
Olberding maintains that “in itself
this lack of information [about
Guiguzi] is insufficient ground to
dismiss him as fiction”

Divinizing Guiguzi
´ Guiguzi was deified after his death as a
god of commerce. Weixin Shengjiao,
however, promoted him to a main deity
of its pantheon. It recognized in him the
incarnation of Bodhisattva Wang Chan
Lao Zu, and claimed that Guiguzi was a
crucial figure in the development of I
Ching and is now mystically united with
Grand Master Hun Yuan

5. Megastatues of Guiguzi in Weixin Shengjiao
´ On the 26th day of the 3rd month of
the lunar calendar every year,
devotees come to Shui Lian Cave, in
the Yun Meng Mountain in Henan, to
worship Guiguzi. Since 1997, Grand
Master Hun Yuan came to the Cave
to worship Guiguzi every year. By
2003, the Eight Trigrams City was built
by Weixin Shengjiao in the plain of
Yun Meng Mountain

First Megastatue: Henan

´ In 2003, a 5 meters tall golden
megastatue of Guiguzi with a 3
meters tall base was
completed in the main hall of
Eight Trigrams City. During the
night between February 18
and February 19, 2003, Grand
Master Hun Yuan led more
than 300 followers to proceed
to the completion ceremony

Darkness and Light
´ Although electricity was in normal
condition in the evening of February
18, it went out before the ceremony,
which was conducted in
candlelight. At the end of the
ceremony, it came back. Weixin
Shengjiao regards this sequence of
darkness and night as highly
significant, and a confirmation that
the spirit of Guiguzi descended to
the Eight Trigrams City and promised
to protect the peace of the world

A Great Pilgrimage
´ In addition to members of Weixin
Shengjiao, hundreds of local people
gathered for the ceremony in the
square outside the Main Hall, after
walking for several days and
climbing the mountain. Many
reported that Guiguzi had appeared
to them and called them to the
place. Spiritual practitioners reported
that they communicated with deities
at the square

Second Megastatue:
Taichung
´ The second megastatue of
Guiguzi built by Weixin
Shengjiao is in the Taichung
branch temple in Taiwan,
inaugurated in 2004. The
megastatue, completed in
2007, is 5 meters tall with a 3
meters tall base

The Four Guardian Deities

´ Four guardian deities accompany the megastatue: the Heavenly Guardian of Wind, the
Heavenly Guardian of Water, the Heavenly Guardian of Thunder, and the Heavenly
Guardian of Lighting. Their 3,6-meters-tall copper images were built according to a
revelation Grand Master Hun Yuan received from Guiguzi

The Longevity
Tablets
´ There is a holy space inside
the base of the Taichung
megastatue, which
contains 3,000 longevity
tablets. Each tablet was
made of metal and
engraved with the name of
the donor, so that the
donors can share the
power of Guiguzi

The Prophecy Plate

´ Grand Master Hun Yuan instructed
to enshrine there a plate of
stainless steel with a prophecy,
announcing that a great wise
man will come there and open
the base in March, 4008. He will
witness the stability of Guiguzi’s
megastatue, and become a
great and powerful man who will
work for the good of humankind

The Completion Ceremony
´ The completion ceremony
was held on 12 May 2008
around noon. While Grand
Master Hun Yuan was
speaking in the ceremony,
coincidentally, an earthquake
hit Wenchuan County, in the
Sichuan Province of China.
According to Grand Master
Hun Yuan, the construction of
the megastatue had reduced
the destructive power of the
earthquake

Third Megastatue: Nantou City

´ The third megastatue, to be inaugurated in June 2018, is in Nantou City, Taiwan. Through
Grand Master Hun Yuan, Guiguzi himself instructed that there should be no steel frame in the
inner space of the megastatue. This created a number of construction problems, solved by
using traditional Chinese techniques but also with the help of the Immortal Lu Ban, the god of
engineering in China, whom Grand Master Hun Yuan invited to be present at the site

The Giant Compass
´ A giant compass was to be placed in
Guiguzi’s palm on the day of MidAutumn Festival in 2017. According the
devotees, the ceremony helped
reducing the effects of a typhoon that
hit the area
´ However, when due to the
construction problems, the
engineering team removed the giant
compass and placed it on the ground,
an earthquake happened in Hualien.
Weixin Shengjiao believes that
Guiguzi’s giant compass is the
“Compass of Heaven and Earth”,
which stabilizes the society and
eliminates disasters. It should not be
removed

Megastatues and
Feng Shui
´ Weixin Shengjiao’s megastatues of
Guiguzi are built according to Feng Shui
rules in appropriate locations, believed
to protect the important “Dragon
Landscape” of Nature from being
damaged and the energy and ecology
of the entire Earth. The movement also
believes that the spirit of Guiguzi
descends in the megastatues,
profoundly influencing Nature,
humankind, and the spirit world

Conclusions
´ Returning to the three books from which we started:
1. Weixin Shengjiao has created a new recognizable iconography of
Guiguzi, with megastatues serving the anti-iconoclastic purpose of
embodying the sacred
2. A propagatio imaginum is at work, with each statue transmitting its
sacredness to the others
3. The significant spiritual experiences of Weixin Shengjiao’s virtuous
fellows connected with the statues are rooted in the original
phenomenon of the mystical union of Guiguzi and Grand Master
Hun Yuan

For more information: maxintrovigne@gmail.com, fiona.taiwan@gmail.com

