I Editor-in-Chief

Massimo Introvigne
One of the leading international scholars of new religious B I T T E R
movements, he is the managing director of CESNUR and the
author of some seventy books. In 2011 he served as the
Representative of OSCE (Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe) for combating racism, xenophobia, and
intolerance and discrimination against Christians and members
of other religions.

I Director-in-Charge

Marco Respinti

He is an Italian journalist and a frequent lecturer on religious,
political, and literary issues. A former senior editor of the
Italian cultural weekly il Domenicale and a Senior Fellow at The
Russell Kirk Center for Cultural Renewal, Mecosta, Michigan, he
is also Director-in-Charge of The Journal of CESNUR.
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After 25 years of experience as a Lithuanian diplomat, she
currently serves as president of ORLIR, the International W I N T E R
Observatory of Religious Liberty of Refugees. In a

distinguished diplomatic career, she has been, among other
things, chairperson of the European Union Working Group on
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A well-known international expert and activist for human rights
and religious liberty, he has worked for the Belgian Parliament.
In 1989, he founded Human Rights Without Frontiers Belgium,
and, in 2001, Human Rights Without Frontiers International.
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Arané Kontautaité

After having worked in the Lithuanian Parliament, private
companies, and non-governmental organizations, she is now a
communication consultant specializing in human rights.
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Bitter Winter is an online magazine from CESNUR, the

Center for Studies on New Religions based in Turin, Italy.

Daily news online on religion in China

Hard-to-get news from sources across China

Exclusive videos and pictures from behind the bamboo
curtain

Comments from scholars, human rights activists, and
qualified journalists

Coverage of both mainline religion and new religious
movements in China

Published under the editorship of Massimo Introvigne,
one of the most well-known scholars of religion
internationally, Bitter Winter started its publication in

May 2018, with eight editions in English, Chinese, Italian,

French, German, Spanish, Korean and Japanese. An
application BITTER WINTER can be downloaded for free
both in the Apple Store and Google Play.
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MOST READ ARTICLES

A Letter from the Editor Exclusive photos smuggled from
China for Bitter Winter

A Daily Magazine on Religion in China

Bitter Winter was launched in May 2018 as an online
chronicle on religious liberty and human rights in China,
published daily in eight languages by CESNUR, the Center
for Studies on New Religions, headquartered in Torino, Italy.
Scholars, journalists, and human rights activists from
different countries are working together to give the voice to
the voiceless by publishing news, documents, and
testimonies about persecutions against all religions in China.

The unique feature of Bitter Winter is its network of several
hundred correspondents in all Chinese provinces. At high
risk for their security — some, in fact, have been arrested —
they continuously report on what happens in China and how
religions are treated or mistreated. They often supply
exclusive photographs and videos.

Bitter Winter receives some of its reports directly from
members of religious minorities and organizations
persecuted in China. However, it is independent of any

The internal view of the dormltory building
in the Yingye'er transformation through
education camp for Muslim Uyghurs in Xinjiang

religious or political organization and is mostly the fruit of

volunteer work, although donations are gladly accepted.
Bitter Winter does not take positions on political issues and
limits itself to the field of human rights.
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The authorities mobilized over a dozen people to
demolish the Buddha statue in Jiushan Buddhist
temple in Huixian, Henan




