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Mormonism in 
Fiction

´ Some of the best known books 
concerning Mormonism have 
been written as “historical” 
fiction, including by Artemus
Ward (1834-1867), Mark Twain 
(1835-1910), and Zane Grey 
(1872-1939). Authors who had 
never visited Utah were more 
responsible for creating a 
certain image of the Mormons 
than those who actually wrote 
first hand travel accounts. As 
Larry McMurtry has observed, 
“lies about the West are more 
important than truths”



Polygamy, A Main 
Subject

´ Terryl Givens has identified fifty-six novels 
which were written between 1850-1900 
and included Mormonism in the plot. 
Mormonism was included because it 
was “salacious, lucrative, pious, 
chivalrous, and patriotic all at once.” 
More simply stated, Mormon polygamy 
was illicit sex, and illicit sex has always 
been a seductive and tempting subject



Sherlock Holmes vs The Mormons

´ In this conference, Mike Homer will 
discuss A Study in Scarlet (1887), the first 
Sherlock Holmes story by Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle (1859-1930). The 
immensely successful novel had a 
strong anti-Mormon and anti-polygamy 
bias and influenced the image of 
Mormonism in Europe for decades. I will 
focus here on two French novelists, the 
internationally famous Jules Verne 
(1828-1905), and Albert Robida (1848-
1926), who was in his days as popular in 
Italy and Spain as he was in France



Verne’s Around the World in 80 Days

´ Jules Verne published Le Tour du monde en 
quatre-vingts jours. in 1872. An English 
translation was published the following year as 
The Tour of the World in 80 Days, although later 
editions used the title Around the World in 80 
Days (right, Around the World lampooned by 
Robida)



Meeting a Mormon 
Elder

´ In Verne’s book Phineas Fogg, and his 
servant Passepartout travel through Utah 
on the Union Pacific Railroad. During the 
journey, a Mormon missionary named 
Elder William Hitch boards the train and 
delivers a lecture on Mormonism. 
Passepartout remains even after most of 
the audience has left the car because 
of the missionary’s aggressive sales pitch. 
He then persuades Fogg that they 
should visit Salt Lake City



Visiting Salt Lake City

´ The party liked the Great Salt 
Lake but much less Salt Lake 
City. “The streets were almost 
deserted, except in the vicinity 
of the Temple, which they only 
reached after having 
traversed several quarters 
surrounded by palisades”



Encountering Polygamy

´ Obviously, what they first noticed 
was polygamy. “Passepartout 
could not behold without a certain 
fright these women, charged, in 
groups, with conferring happiness 
on a single Mormon.” “He felt 
decidedly repelled from such a 
vocation, and he imagined —
perhaps he was mistaken — that 
the fair ones of Salt Lake City cast 
rather alarming glances on his 
person. Happily, his stay there was 
but brief”



The Case of the Monogamous Mormon

´ One Mormon was late and had to jump on the 
train leaving Salt Lake City. “Passepartout, who 
had been anxiously watching this amateur 
gymnast, approached him with lively interest, 
and learned that he had taken flight after an 
unpleasant domestic scene. When the Mormon 
had recovered his breath, Passepartout 
ventured to ask him politely how many wives he 
had; for, from the manner in which he had 
decamped, it might be thought that he had 
twenty at least. ‘One, sir,’ replied the Mormon, 
raising his arms heavenward, ‘one, and that was 
enough!’”



Inoffensive? Just Ask Clarissa

´ Verne’s chapter may seem 
inoffensive enough, but 
some believe it is still 
causing damage today. In 
2017, a Web site for 
Mormon apologetics tells 
the story of a brave 
seventh-grade Mormon girl 
who corrected all of 
Verne’s “errors” while her 
class was studying Around 
the World in 80 Days



Albert Robida
´ Albert Robida, had 

achieved fame as a gifted 
illustrator before turning 20 
years old. In 1869, at age 
19, he drew a series of 
cartoons, entitled Le 
Mormonisme à Paris, which 
were published in Paris-
Caprice on March 13, 1869 



Robida and the 
Mormons

´ Robida satirized both Mormonism 
and the prominent French feminist, 
Olympe Audouard (1830-1890), who 
visited Utah in 1869 and wrote a 
surprisingly sympathetic description 
of polygamy. Audouard’s lectures 
were, according to Robida, 
“beginning to have an unexpected 
effect…half of Paris has already 
converted to Mormonism!!!!”



Saturnin Farandoul
´ In 1879, Robida published, in instalments, 

Voyages très extraordinaires de Saturnin
Farandoul dans les 5 ou 6 parties du 
monde et dans tous les pays connus et 
même inconnus de M. Jules Verne. While 
Verne’s tour around the world blurred fact 
and fiction, causing some readers to 
suspend disbelief, Robida’s tales — which 
included his own illustrations — were 
merely parodies aimed at poking fun at 
Verne



Farandoul in Italy
´ Although Farandoul was never 

translated into English, it had both 
authorized and pirate Spanish and 
Italian editions. In Italy, Robida’s 
Farandoul was almost as popular as 
Verne’s Tour of the World. One of the 
first Italian silent movies, was about 
Farandoul, in 1913, and the Italian 
Mickey Mouse proposed two 
parodies of Farandoul, evidence it 
was an easily recognizable text in 
Italy



Converting to Mormonism

´ Farandoul has a rich (and richly illustrated) section 
about Mormonism and Brigham Young (1801-1877.) 
Farandoul, his second-in-command Mandibul, and 
the mariners of their ship Belle Léocadie, “tired of the 
solitary life,” decide to convert to Mormonism, 
embrace polygamy, and visit Young in Salt Lake City



Hilarious Telegrams

´ “Brigham Young, delighted and flattered to have won for his religion such an 
important recruit, said he was placing himself at the entire disposal of Saturnin.  During 
the last few hours of the journey, the telegrams flew to and from:

“Found a splendid opportunity. Senator just divorced from spouses. Sixteen well-
assorted women. Would throw in  seventeenth into the bargain. Do you wish to avail 
yourself? Many applicants, but you would have preference. Brigham Young.”

“Accepted. Thank you. Lieut. Mandibul wonders whether similar opportunity for him. 
Farandoul.”

“Six negresses and a Chinese for the asking. Don’t speak French. Do we 
negotiate? Brigham Young”



A Mormon Wedding
´ A wedding is organized in Salt Lake City 

with due fanfare: “At the station exit, the 
cortège went straight to the temple, 
where the registry documents had been 
prepared. All that was needed was a 
few rapid signatures”



The Great 
Polygamy Hotel

´ Then, “everyone repaired to 
the Great Polygamy Hotel, in 
the gala room of which, a 
magnificent banquet for 
three thousand had been 
provided by the municipality 
of Salt Lake City to the new 
converts”. “Brigham Young, 
the bishops and the elders 
honored with their presence 
this gigantic dinner, at which 
seas of Champagne were 
poured in honor of 
Farandoul”



“All is Well, All is 
Well”

´ Mandibul explores some 
Mormon homes and starts 
suspecting all is not well 
among the sister wives. 
Nonetheless, Farandoul 
pronounces a great speech 
in favor of Mormonism and 
polygamy, and is made a 
Mormon Bishop on the spot 



But All is Not Well

´ Unbeknownst to Farandoul, Brigham Young 
believes that he could be a possible rival, and 
therefore plans the Frenchman’s murder (an 
obvious allusion to the popular Danite theme). 
While Farandoul is home expecting a pleasant 
evening in the company of his seventeen wives, 
he is summoned by Young to “a meeting of the 
council of elders” 



Brigham Young’s 
Treason

´ While Farandoul was 
“walking down the dark 
avenue which led to the 
Great Mormon Temple” 
thinking of his wives, 
masked bandits attacked 
him and in a few minutes 
“despite a desperate 
struggle, had thrown him to 
the ground, then bound 
and gagged him,” taking 
him away on their horses



Brigham Young’s Apache Killers

´ Brigham Young then orders Apache 
warriors to kidnap and kill Farandoul (an 
allusion to the Mountain Meadows 
massacre)



French Art and the Apaches

´ However, the French traveler 
pacifies the Apache with his 
artistic skills, by painting 
designs on their skin



Farandoul in Love
´ Farandoul, always the French 

seducer, elopes with Rising Moon, the 
wife of the Apache chief, Red 
Buffalo, and reaches Santa Fe. From 
there, he telegraphs Brigham Young 
asking for his seventeen wives, but 
the Mormon prophet tells him that, 
since it came out he was not “a 
sincere Mormon,” a divorce was 
pronounced and they were 
remarried to one Brother Bikelow



The Great Mormon 
Duel

´ Farandoul and Bikelow agree on setting 
the dispute through a duel and the 
Frenchman suggests that “each 
adversary shall be mounted on a 
locomotive. Both trains shall leave at the 
same time from New York and San 
Francisco, to collide in the middle of the 
Central Pacific Railroad line.” As they 
meet, a murderous exchange of fire 
damages Farandoul’s train, but the 
Mormon’s train causes the bridge to 
collapse, and plunges over a hundred 
feet into the river



“Seventeen 
Ungrateful Women”

´ The speed of Farandoul’s
train causes it to reach the 
abutment in time. “Now 
that honor is satisfied,” 
declares Farandoul, “I 
renounce all seventeen 
ungrateful women; please 
telegraph the fact to 
Brigham Young”



Le Vingtième 
Siècle

´ In 1882, Robida began 
publishing in installments 
another novel entitled Le
Vingtième Siècle (The 
Twentieth Century). It is a 
humorous science fiction 
novel, in which Robida 
anticipated in astonishing 
detail some of the 
inventions of the twentieth 
century, including 
telephones, airplanes, and 
television



Mormons of 
the Future

´ Mormonism is a side theme in 
the novel. The setting is in 
France and England in 1953. In 
1910, the United States had 
become three nations: a 
Chinese republic in the West, 
with its capital at New-Nanking 
(San Francisco), a German 
empire in the East, with its 
capital at New-Berlin (formerly 
New York City), and a Mormon 
republic (formerly “the old 
states of Utah, Colorado, 
Arizona, etc.,”), 
headquartered at Salt Lake 
City – obviously polygamist



The Mormon
Conquest of England

´ At one stage, the Mormons conquer and 
colonize England. “The House of Lords is 
now the House of Bishops, and to be 
eligible for election to the House of 
Commons, one must have at least eight 
wives.” New landmarks include the Great 
Temple, modeled after that of Salt Lake 
City, and, in Hyde Park, the Palace of the 
head of state (who is both pope and 
president of the Mormon republics of 
Europe and America). Windsor Castle is 
now a retirement estate “for widows of 
bishops and archbishops, etc., etc.”



The Perils of 
Philippe

´ Monsieur Ponto, a Paris 
financier, has unwisely sent 
his unmarried son Philippe to 
England, now the most 
dangerous country in Europe 
for bachelors, on a crucial 
banking matter. On August 
7,1953, Philippe writes to his 
father that he was just 
wandering around, curiously 
looking at an “arrival of 
wives,” when he was 
stopped by the Mormon 
police



In the Bachelor’s 
Prison

´ «“Are you married?” they 
asked me. “No!” I replied, 
surprised. “No spouse?” “None 
at all!” “Oh!!!” And they 
grabbed me resolutely by the 
collar. I offered no resistance. 
We thus arrived at the 
coroner’s. This magistrate 
began by putting the same 
question to me: “Are you 
married? — No, Sir, not yet! —
Then, you are a bachelor? —
Apparently! — This is serious! 
very serious!” The coroner 
murmured, regarding me with 
a disapproving air. “I shall be 
obliged to send you to 
bachelors’ prison.” — “But I am 
a foreigner!” — “Everyone we 
arrest says that!”»



Escape from the 
Mormon Jail

´ “The episode seemed so funny that I let 
them take me to Bachelor’s Prison, 
curious to experience this Bastille of 
unfortunate celibates. But, oh! the walls, 
ten meters high, the barred windows, 
the massive doors: this is a serious 
prison… At six o’clock I eat, and at 
seven o’clock I go to chapel where I 
hear Mormon sermons until midnight. This 
sort of existence hardly seems 
entertaining, and I dream of getting out” 

´ Finally, Philippe is saved by a good-
looking young girl who is his father’s 
secretary, sent to London and 
appearing at the prison, pretending to 
be Philippe’s wife 



Conclusions –
Popular Fiction and 

Stereotypes

´ Popular fiction, whose 
immediate theme is 
entertainment, plays an 
important role in sustaining 
stereotypes about religions 
and other minorities 
perceived as “other”, 
“bizarre,” or “fringe”. It may 
also sustain ethno-
definitions which exclude 
certain groups perceived as 
strange or ridiculous from 
the sphere of “real” religion



Robida Didn’t Have 
an Agenda

´ This is not to suggest that Robida had an 
agenda in terms of perpetuating 
stereotypes and sponsoring 
discrimination. Robida was mostly 
interested in satirizing Verne, and in 
creating humorous situations, which are 
easily realized when dealing with 
polygamy. Successful popular culture is 
neither ideology nor propaganda, but 
may include elements of both. Good 
fiction may pick up elements of 
propaganda from external sources, and 
more or less advertently disseminate 
them to much larger audiences



Polygamy’s Continuing Role

´ Works by Robida, popular as they were, 
were part and parcel of the 19th century 
social construction of the stereotypical 
anti-Mormon cliché which defined 
Mormonism as something less — and less 
serious — than a religion. Jules Verne’s 
references to Mormonism were probably 
too quick to be really influential. Verne, 
however, influenced both Robida and 
other authors

Polygamy has been abandoned by the Mormons since 1890, but the corresponding 
stereotype is still used today in any anti-Mormon enterprise (as in the case of LGBT 
activists protesting Mormon opposition to same-sex marriage)



That’s all Folks!


